
We are moving to mail delivery in
late March!That’s right, your favorite
newspaper will now be delivered right
to your mailbox for FREE each week!
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READING
BY MEGAN SMITH
MEGAN.SMITH@ECM-INC.COM

T he 2017YoungAdult CaringAward was presented to OronoHigh School senior
Maria Keller, for her work
as founder and chair of
local nonprofit, Read
Indeed.The award was
presented by Sens. Bob
Dole andTom Daschle,
Caring Institute honor-
ary board co-chairs, on
Oct. 14 in Long Beach,
California.
Keller was one of five young adults inthe United States to receive this award,and the only Minnesota resident. She

was selected for this award because hernonprofit organization, Read Indeed, hascollected more than $4 million in booksand delivered them to those in need acrossthe globe.
“We are honored to celebrate theseextraordinary young people who havededicated their lives to the benefit of oth-ers,”said Dole.
The award includes aVIP ceremony andgala, a crystal statue prize, and a profilein CARING magazine. Keller attended theevent with her father.
“I was honored and did a short speechabout my efforts with Read Indeed and theimportant role books need to play in chil-dren’s lives,”Keller said.“I was definitelysurprised by the award as I know it is veryselective. It is so neat to think that myname will be in the‘Caring Hall of Fame’

inWashington DC. I am so incrediblyhonored to be among so many incrediblepeople who have earned this award overthe years.”
Keller founded Read Indeed at age 8 andbegan by working out of her family’sgarage, distributing 70,000 books a year.When her story made headlines, the JuniorLeague offered her a warehouse and withhelp from corporate sponsors and volun-teers, she was able to distribute 1 millionbooks by the time she was 13.“I have witnessed so many children whohave no books in their homes, and theystruggle in school as a result. I love seeingthe look on a child’s face when they receivea book from Read Indeed and they are toldthat the book is theirs to keep.They may
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Local senior recognized for nonprofit work

Longtime
resident
sets up
business

BY MEGAN SMITH
megan.smith@emc-inc.com

Tonka Insurance opened
its doors for business in
Spring Park in October.
Third-generation family
business ownerTanner
Emery grew up in Moundand has since moved to
Watertown. He says,“As
a lifelong resident of thewest metro, I am proud to represent sucha great community and to start new rela-tionships with people like you.”When Emery began his internship with alife insurance agency five years ago, stayingin the business had never been his plan.“Ihad no intentions or interests in insuranceat that time but I thought it would be agood resume builder.After my internship,I found out I really enjoyed meeting withindividuals and families and helping edu-cate them on their insurance needs and tai-loring plans to fit their needs,”says Emery.Following his college graduation, Emeryspent four years as a sales representative ininsurance. He described the work as simi-lar to his internship because he was servingindividuals and families in the communityby educating them on their insuranceneeds.

Tonka Insurance run
by 3rd-generation
local business owner

EMERY
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Don’t miss an issue,
SIGN UP TODAY!

It’s easy! it’s free!
Complete the form below and mail it back

-OR-
Save a stamp by taking a picture of the completed signed

form and e-mail it to: servicecenter@ecm-inc.com
-OR-

Go online at lakerpioneer.com and
complete the form there

All you have to
do is sign up!

It only takes seconds to give us the
information the post office needs to mail

your newspaper each week.
If you don’t, we can’t mail it to you.


