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It has been an honor and a pleasure finishing 
my first year as your Mayor. The City of Orono 
had a great 2017 and a great start into 2018.  
Many infrastructure project improvements 
were completed including Fox Street 
reconstruction, and various utility upgrades.  
We are bringing forward more bids for streets 
and utility improvements for Spring of 2018. 
The passing of the Orono budget brought an 
increase in roads funding while lowering the 
tax rate for Orono Residents.  In 2017 Orono 
paid off another $1,000,000 in debt and is on 
track to be mostly debt free in 9 years!!

Some of the highlights from the City 
Council this fall & winter are:
1. The Lurton Dog Park was opened and in 

the end we had over 500 permits. 
2. Stormwater improvements at Cygnet 

Place, Kelley Avenue & Willow Drive 
South.

3. Approved the Fire Department's dock 
site plan for the location at Molly's corner 
so the Fire Department can have direct 
access to Lake Minnetonka for speedy 
rescues.

4. The Gillespie Center presented their 
annual address that showed off all that 
they do for the seniors in our community. 
After the presentation the Council 
affirmed our continued financial support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Appointed a new Golf Course & Parks 
Supervisor to manage all Orono Parks 
System improvements that have been put 
into place over the last few years.

6. Approved the Long Lake Ravine 
Stabilization Project - With the 112 road 
construction project starting Phase 2 
next year at the Old Long Lake Road 
intersection it is the perfect time to solve 
and finish the ravine stabilization in this 
area.

7. Approved the 2018 budget and went 
over all the positive changes that we have 
implemented at the City Council to enable 
new housing and construction permits to 
be up 40%.  Our roads budget continues 
to get more fully funded, we are funding 
all of infrastructure correctly now, and 
if your housing value stayed the same in 
Orono then your Orono taxes portion of 
your tax bill would go DOWN!!!!! Out of 48 
cities in Hennepin County we are at #45 
for the lowest taxed city. In 2017 we paid 
off an additional $1,000,000 in debt and 
in 9 more years we will be mostly debt 
free.

8. Approved the WeCan request for a 
resolution of support for a grant that they 
are looking to obtain to help further take 
care of our community.  
WeCanMN.org if you would like to learn 
more about this fabulous organization 
that helps out the community of Orono & 
surrounding communities.

9. We passed a few items on the consent 
agenda that will keep Orono's Police & 
Public Works group working at their 
best. New squad cars for 2018 to replace 
a few of the aging fleet, replacement of a 
decades old plow truck that has seen its 
age, and pickup truck replacements for 
Public Works.

Message from the Mayor

Mayor's Message continues on page 2
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10. Approved a short term rental ordinance that limits rentals to 
a minimum stay of 30 days with an exception for an owner 
occupied/homesteaded house to rent out a room or 2. If you 
do rent you will need to get a rental license where we can get 
the house owner information so if any problems do arise we 
know who to get ahold of. Safety concerns in areas with short 
term rentals have prompted this ordinance.  Rental license 
applications are available on line at www.ci.orono.mn.us 

2017 ITEMS TO WATCH FOR UPDATE:
ROADS & INFRASTRUCTURE - Three years ago at City Council 
I said I wanted to make sure that we are budgeting correctly 
in all the areas that the City is responsible for. This means our 
infrastructure needs to budget for reserves for replacement, and 
that also means that we need a dependable roads budget. We 
finished more roads and infrastructure projects than ever before 
and the Council also selected the next batch of roads to get done 
in the spring of 2018. Once we see how the roads have fared 
over the winter we will the select the next few roads for the fall 
construction season. The engineering part of the spring projects 
has started so we can go out and get bids and award more road 
contracts immediately. Your Orono government will continue to 
keep the city of Orono looking good and updated for generations 
to come. 

PARKS:
With a Parks Commission that has full City Council Support since 
they were re-instituted a few years ago, we have the opportunity 
to build on the projects that the commission has accomplished 
over the last 3 years (Lurton Dog Park, Livingston Park & Saga 
Hill). The Saga Hill Park project has been approved and has 
started and when done Saga Hill will be brought back to life as a 
fully useful Orono Park once again.

The Big Island committee has had 2 cleanup projects already 
to help restore the walking pathways, cleaning out the docking 
area so it looks presentable, clearing out areas so they can be 
mowed, fixing the signage on the island etc... A few Boy Scout 
Troops, Camp Courage, Home Depot, committee members as well 
as volunteers came to help out. The excitement is overwhelming 
and more is planned to help make Big Island more accessible 
for the future.  The Council also has some plans for updating 
& expanding the use of the Orono Golf Course. Come & visit 
our next Parks Commission meeting and help us continue the 
renewal of the Orono Parks System.

ORDINANCES & FEE CHANGES & UPDATES:
With all of the great changes we have made over the last year we 
have already seen a surge in new construction and new housing 
permits. When your Orono government decides to simplify 
the process, lower the costs and bring a can do attitude for the 
citizens, it is amazing how many more opportunities begin to 
develop in our city. We all benefit when more people decide to 
upgrade their homes. This is about making the process easier for 
Orono residents.

COMMUNICATIONS:
I am enjoying being your Mayor and working with my fellow City 
Council Members. I have had the opportunity to chat, have coffee, 
text, email and house visit with many Orono citizens over the last 
few months again and it is always gratifying to help work through 
any issues or problems to their conclusion. We will get a lot of 
work accomplished for the Citizens and I am always available for 
coffee to discuss Orono. At the City we always put citizens first 
and that will never change.

Dennis Walsh, 
Orono Mayor

Mayor’s Message Continued

Orono Golf Course – 2018 Season Passes
SEASON PASS RATES - Unlimited Play   Base Rate     Resident rate
• Individual Season Pass        $500.00    $435.00 
• Junior Season Pass (12 - 18 years old)  $299.00    $260.00 
• Senior Season Pass (60 years or older)     $383.00    $330.00 
• Family Season Pass        $590.00    $574.00

For more information on rates visit: www.oronopublicgolf.com or call 952-473-1909. 



Spring 2018 Page 3City of Orono News

Susan E Lurton Off Leash Dog Park – Dogs at Play 

Orono Golf Course – 2018 Season Passes

Orono is honored to be the home of another great Boy Scout Eagle 
Project.  Jason Brew built a playground for the dogs at the Susan 
B. Lurton Dog Park in Orono. This project will be used for many 
years and many dogs will receive the benefit of this awesome 
Eagle project. The park has become a great gathering place in 
Orono for dogs and neighbors to meet and mingle.  Thank you for 
giving back to the community and helping the dog park become 
even better.

The popularity of the Susan E Lurton Off Leash Dog Park 
remains high and the new 2018 season will feature even more 
improvements for dogs and their owners alike.  Permits are 
required for use of the park.  Permit costs remain the same, $25 
for Orono residents and $40 for those residing outside of the 
city.  Permit fees go to offset improvements and maintenance in 
the park.  

Recently competed improvements in include installation of 
paver walkway to clean up the entrance area; debris clearing, 
restoration of native vegetation and planting of a tamarack grove 
in the small dog area.

In 2018 the City looks to make trail improvements with a focus on 
graveling the muddy walkways though the prairie area; continue 
landscaping efforts to beautify and address erosion issues; and 
add some additional tables, a response to the popularity of those 
already in the park.

Stay Connected to the City of Orono

Redesign of Orono Website in Process

The City of Orono now offers a notification system for its residents and visitors.  Be one of the first in the know when you sign up for 
notifications.  Receive notifications on various items such as: legal notices, City Council Packets, Minutes, Road Construction Updates, 
Comprehensive Plan Updates and much more.  You can sign up online and customize your notifications by going to:  
http://subscribe-orono.civicplus.com/list.aspx.  The Notify Me tool is very efficient and offers convenience to subscribers by making it 
easier to subscribe, unsubscribe and manage your subscriptions. 

At the July 24th Council meeting the City Council selected 
CivicPlus to redesign the city’s website.  A team of 
Administrative staff has been working with CivicPlus 
evaluating the current website along with the current and 
future needs for the City’s website.  At the end of February, 
CivicPlus also met with City Departments individually to begin 
discussing the important information that is needed for our 
website users and how it will be presented on the new website.  
After these sessions wrapped up the basic groundwork for the 
City’s new website was established. 

The website will have a refreshed look, a very user-friendly 
approach, and multiple resources with city information.  
The new website will showcase all the great things that we 
have in Orono as well as help bring more information and 
transparency as to what the City does with all the great staff 
and departments we have in Orono City Hall.  Though we are in 
the beginning stages of the project, we are very excited about 
what is to come.  

City Communications
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Orono Public Safety

The Orono Police Department has, once again, seen a rise in 
phone scams over the past couple of months.  These phone 
calls can range in what they are calling for but all have the 
same agenda; to obtain money by swindling it out of you.  
These calls are not to any particular group but are most often 
successful with our elderly population.  

Keep in mind these things:
• The Internal Revenue Service(IRS) will never call by phone 

asking for payment
• Law enforcement will never call by phone asking for bail 

or bond money
• Never allow anyone to access your computer remotely if 

asked to do so over the phone 

• If you receive a call from a number you don’t recognize 
then don’t answer and let it go to voice mail.  You can 
also try and block certain numbers; however, may not be 
always effective.

• Trust your instincts, if something seems unusual then it 
probably is.  Call other family members/friends/police to 
ask question before ever giving monies to anyone that is 
soliciting them over the phone.

• Never give out personal information over the phone or  
by text

If you or someone you know has been affected by a scam you 
can contact us to make a report through Hennepin County 
Dispatch (952-258-5321) to make a report.  These cases are 
difficult to solve and monies lost may be hard to recuperate 
but we will help in any way possible

Rise in Phone Scams

Orono Police Department Community Service Dog (K-9)   

Weight Restrictions in Orono

At the February 12, 2018 City Council Meeting the Orono City 
Council made a motion to establish a partnership with Can Do 
Canines in implementing and establishing a Community Service 
Dog (K-9) program and to accept the donation of Xerxes a 3 year 
old black lab, as our Community Service Dog.  The cost is about 
$25,000 to provide service dog training and CanDoCanines.org 
has donated this to the Orono Police Department.  The ongoing 
cost to maintain food and vaccinations is about $2,500 per year. 
Ritchie Anderson of NorthShore Marina donated the first four 
years of this cost with an option for the fifth year as our official 
sponsor of our new addition to the Orono Police family. Thank 
you for your donations.

Weight restrictions are in effect during the spring thaw season.  Streets may be posted for weight restrictions any time that road 
and weather conditions warrant weight limits to protect streets from damage.
The city follows MnDOT scheduling from imposing and removing spring road weight limit restrictions Dates are posted at  
http://dotapp7.dot.state.mn.us/research/seasonal_load_limits/sllindex.asp or by calling 651-366-5400 or toll free at  
1-800-723-6543.  These dates generally fall between March 1st and May 15th dependent on weather conditions. 
For more information and for the Orono street list & map, please visit our website at:  www.ci.orono.mn.us 

Xerxes is pictured with the City Council members, Orono Police Officers, 
and Richie Anderson and Can Do Canine representatives.
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About half your home’s recyclables never make it to the 
recycling bin.  To reduce all you can, recycle everywhere you 
can.  We do well recycling kitchen items, but our bathrooms, 
laundry rooms and home offices have lots of recyclables we 
throw out.  Use convenient recycling bins and signage, and 
mix in a little education and fun.  Make recycling in your 
home easy with these tips and tricks from Hennepin County.
• Make it convenient - Put a recycling bin, bag or box 

next to every trash can in your house. Hang a bag on 
your doorknob for recyclables.

• Recycle in the bathroom - Recycle shampoo bottles, 
plastic containers from wipes, toothpaste boxes, toilet 
paper rolls and more.

• Make it fun - Place a basketball rim above the recycling 
bin so your family can slam dunk their recyclables.

• Recycle in the laundry room - Recycle laundry 
detergent and fabric softener bottles, cat litter jugs, 
dryer sheet boxes and more.

• Recycle in the home office - Recycle mail, catalogs, 
magazines, office supply boxes, paper file folders and 
tissue boxes.

• Label it - Label your bins so everyone knows how to 
sort.

Reference: Hennepin County Resident Recycling
https://www.hennepin.us/residents/recycling-hazardous-
waste/recycle-everywhere

The City of Orono is giving away this half gallon compost bin 
to new subscribers to organics recycling, while supplies last.  
Currently the only hauler that provides organic recycling in 
our community is Randy’s Environmental Services. Just bring 
in your first organics bill to city hall to get your compost 
bin. This bin is small enough to fit on countertops and perfect 
for holding a few days' worth of kitchen compost waste.  In 
order to qualify for a free compost bin, your new subscription 
must begin after March 2018.
Organic material is great for the soil! Avoid putting organic 
waste down the garbage disposal as it creates an extra burden 
on wastewater treatment facilities.
Compostable material includes:  
Fruits and vegetables • Meat, fish 
and bones • Dairy products • Eggs 
and egg shells • Pasta, beans and 
rice • Bread and cereal • Nuts and 
shells • Coffee grounds and filters 
• Hair and nail clippings • Cotton 
balls and swabs with paper stems • 
Houseplants and flowers • Tea bags 
• Wooden items such as chopsticks, 
popsicle sticks and toothpicks
Quantities Limited 
Orono City Hall 
Hauler Offering Organics Recycling Services 
Randy’s Environmental Services (763) 972-3335

Close the Recycling Gap

Recycling - Save the Food

Organics Recycling

Recycling
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BRUSH PILES AND LAWN DEBRIS 
Piles of brush and/or other organic material are prohibited, 
except for properly maintained compost piles. Leaves and grass 
may not be left in the street, right-of-way, in wetlands or on 
public or other people’s property. Trash, rubbish or refuse must 
be removed from any property.

CONSTRUCTION HOURS 
As a reminder, hours for construction (new homes, remodels, 
etc.) is regulated by Orono City Ordinance and is restricted to 
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., (weekdays) and 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. (weekends and holidays). If you are having problems 
after hours call the After Hours Dispatch at (952) 258-5321.

OUTDOOR STORAGE 
As a reminder, it is the responsibility of property owners to 
maintain outdoor areas.  Exterior storage of all recreational 
vehicles, boats, debris, and or junk must comply with section 
78-1577 of Orono City Code.

The City is working through its update to the Comprehensive Plan 
with an advisory Committee of residents and business owners.  
An open house is expected in May and public meetings in June 
and July.  Watch the city website for updates and conformation of 
meeting time and location.  Your voice is important.  

The City Council recently adopted an ordinance that requires a 
license for all residential rental properties, except for nursing 
homes or state licenses residential facilities.  The license is 
available through citizen serve.  

Market Value notices are sent to property owners each March. 
The notice states the estimated market value of a property 
and its property classification. The estimated market value 
represents a reasonable approximation of what your property 
may sell for in the open market based on market conditions and 
information relating to your specific property.
If a property owner believes the 2017 estimated market value 
and/or classification of their property is incorrect, they can 
contact the Assessing Department at 952-249-4640. Property 
owners may meet individually with the Assessor at the Open 
Book Meeting scheduled from 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at Orono Council Chambers, 
2780 Kelley Parkway. Please call the Assessing Department 
prior to the meeting so that the Assessor can be prepared to 
discuss your property.  Further information about the appeals 
process is stated on the valuation notice; questions can also be 
directed to the Assessing Department.

Our Partnership has looked at a comprehensive plan and 
has found a way to pay for these improvements without 
using local tax dollars. Old Crystal Bay Road (OCB) between 
County Road 6, on the North and Wayzata Boulevard 
(CSAH 112), on the South is the most heavily travelled 
road maintained by the City. The Road has seen no major 
improvements since it was first paved in 1971 (47 years 
ago). OCB has received regular maintenance with pavement 
overlays in 1985 and 2012 however, there have been no 
improvements for capacity. Yet, the Orono School District 
continues to grow in both student population and the 
facilities they offer their students. From 1967 to Present 
the City’s population increased approximately 22% and 
the student population increased approximately 28%. The 
increase in population has the road exceeding capacities 
during parts of the day; decreasing safety for drivers and 
children along the length of the corridor. Looking into the 
future the City and School Partnership has identified a way 
to maximize safety and improve traffic both on OCB and 
the school campus. These improvements have a cost, but 
are designed to accommodate future growth and increased 
safety measures for students along Old Crystal Bay Road. A 
snap shot of significant changes along the OCB corridor and 
for more information visit the City / County /Development 
Projects page on our City website at www.ci.orono.mn.us.   

The City of Orono is implementing a new online permitting 
and land use application process.  An applicant can apply, 
pay, and track the process of their permit, all online.  You 
can also apply for a variance or conditional use permit 
online, and file a complaint.  This service is available 
through the City website on the right hand side of the home 
page, under Citizen Serve Web Portal.  Complaints and land 
use applications are live now, building permit is expected 
mid-March.

Citizen Serve – New Online 
Permitting System for Orono

Citizenship Reminder

Comprehensive Plan

Rental Licensing

Market Value Notice  
and Appeal Process

Orono Schools and City Partner 
to Improve Traffic and Safety on 
Old Crystal Bay Road

Community Development

Open Book Meeting
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Public 
Works

Hydrant Flushing to Begin

Changes to the McCulley 
Road Brush Site

2018 Roads

The Orono Water Department will be flushing hydrants 
in the areas on the dates as listed: 

April 23 – 27, 2018 
Willow View Drive, Willow Drive North, County Road 
112, Sugarwood Drive, Old Crystal Bay Road, Wood 
Duck Trail,  
Sandhill Drive, Goldenrod Way, Blue Stem Way, Kelley 
Parkway and Stonebay areas.

May 1 – 3, 2018 
Chevy Chase, Ferndale Road North, North Gate, Ferndale 
Green and Myrtlewood Road 

The McCulley Road Brush Site was originally opened as a 
brush drop off site for residents after storm events. The 
brush site has grown more popular since it was made 
available year round for residents. However, this location 
has become a dump site for people other than residents. 
The Public Works staff has spent a lot of time removing 
garbage, large stumps, logs and other unacceptable 
materials dropped at the site.  

Starting this spring the McCulley Brush Site will have 
controlled access.  Orono City Council approved 380’ 
of fence, a gate and a manned guard booth to help 
maintain access to the brush site. Days and hours will 
be established and the site will be manned by a city 
employee during the warmer months.  The site will be 
available to residents at no cost.  Non-residents and 
contractors may use the site for a fee of $8.00/cubic yard 
to offset the cost of managing the site.  A list of acceptable 
materials along with the days and hours of operation 
will be available on our website at www.ci.orono.mn.us.  
Please note that access to the Luce Line Trail will be still 
available at the site.

RECONSTRUCTION/ REHABILITATION
2018 Road reconstruction efforts will focus on Old Crystal Bay 
Road (Wayzata Blvd to CR 6), Wildhurst Trail, West Lafayette Street 
and Forest Arms Lane (subject to sufficient funding). The projects 
will in general, include full depth pavement reclamation with 
spot replacement of the underlying soils.  In addition, many of the 
drainage culverts will be replaced during construction. Pavement 
reclamation is a process by which the existing bituminous (asphalt) 
surface is ground and mixed with a portion of the underlying 
aggregate base.  The reclaimed material will be compacted and a 
new bituminous surface will be placed over the top.   

MAINTENANCE 
This summer the City plans to complete overlay projects on 
Minnetonka Highlands, Lyric Ave (Livingston to Blaine) and Leaf 
Street.  The overlay projects will consist of removal of some of 
the pavement, drainage improvements and installation of a new 
pavement surface.  Pothole filling and some crack sealing will also 
occur throughout the summer.

SURVEYING AND ENGINEERING 
This summer the City will be conducting preliminary work to 
prepare for projects for 2019. 

The projects are expected to take place in the June – September 
timeframe. For more information go to the projects page on the City 
Website www.ci.orono.mn.us.
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2018 Roads
Stormwater and the Environment
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Assessing 
Orono Division ................................................................ 952-249-4640
Hennepin County ........................................................... 612-348-3011

Lake Agencies
DNR ...................................................................................... 651-296-6157
Lake Minnetonka Conservation District .............. 952-745-0789
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District ................... 952-471-0590

Recycling
Missed Pickups-Waste Management ..................... 952-249-4600 
Yard Waste-The Mulch Store ..................................... 952-446-1056
Hazardous Waste-Hennepin County...................... 612-348-3777

Schools
Orono #278 ...................................................................... 952-449-8300
Orono Community Education ................................... 952-449-8350
Westonka #277 ............................................................... 952-491-8000
Wayzata #284 .................................................................. 763-745-5000

Frequently Called Numbers

Community Groups
Long Lake Chamber ...................................................... 952-491-0813
Westonka Chamber ....................................................... westonkacc.com
Orono Donation Garden (Contact Janie Delaney) ....... 952-473-4666
Orono Lions ...................................................................... 763-498-2120
Orono Rotary ................................................................... oronorotary.org 
Welcome Neighbor ........................................................ 952-442-9000

Utilities/Services
Cable-Mediacom ............................................................. 800-332-0245
Electric-Wright Hennepin (NW Corner) .............. 763-477-3000
Electric-Xcel ...................................................................... 800-895-4999
Garbage (Homeowner Selects Hauler) ................. ci.orono.mn.us
Gas-Center Point Energy ............................................. 612-372-4727
Gopher One-Call Before You Dig .............................. 651-454-0002
Telephone-Frontier (Western Orono) ................... 800-921-8101
Telephone-Century Link ............................................. 800-491-0118

City Council Members
Mayor Dennis Walsh

Richard F. Crosby II • Wendy Dankey
Aaron Printup • Victoria Seals

Orono City Facilities

Administration, Building & Finance
  ............................................................................. 952-249-4600
 Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us

Planning & Zoning ...................................... 952-249-4620

Police Department ...................................... 952-249-4700
 Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us/police
 24-Hour/Non-Emergency Dispatch .... 952-258-5321
 Emergency ...................................................... 911
 Animal Control .............................................. 952-249-4700

Public Works .................................................. 952-249-4600
 After Hours Dispatch .................................. 952-258-5321
 Utility Billing Department ........................ 952-249-4613    
 
Orono Public Golf Course ........................ 952-473-1909
 Website: www.oronopublicgolf.com                     


